Message from the President and from the Councillor in Charge of Working Groups
In the May 1985 issue of the European Heart Journal (pp. 378-9), the operation of the Working Groups was explained in detail and this should have clarified many of the uncertainties which had previously existed about their exact role. We would like to repeat what we wrote at the end of that statement: 'the Working Groups are the prime gatherings for the younger cardiologists, researchers and those still in training. When they are actively meeting and exchanging ideas, European cardiology will flourish. Their activities also will prepare the terrain for the planned annual European Cardiology Congresses. Hence the Working Groups may in the very near future enlarge the scope of their activities and include in their programmes postgraduate teaching, the preparation of 'state of the art' booklets, and the elaboration of specific recommendations for the everyday needs of the practising cardiologist, as well as the preparation of Symposia for the Annual Meeting'. In keeping with this concept and following the discussions at the recent General Assembly in Brighton on Friday 20 September 1985, the decision to hold annual meetings, which had been approved individually by most of the National Societies and Working Groups in writing, was officially ratified. The Board of the E.S.C, with the help of many sponsors and individuals as well as National Societies and Working Groups, has therefore decided to create a new organization:
European Cardiology Congress Organization (ECCO)
This new organization will have the structure of a Foundation, in accordance with Swiss law. It will organize the annual meetings with its own staff: its office will be located between Geneva and Lausanne. Its activities will be under the supervision of the Board of E.S.C. and the General Assembly.
The Board has also made an extensive study of the requirements of congress centres that could house the annual meeting on the assumption that at least 4000 and up to 6000 delegates will attend. This is based on the fact that Amsterdam in 1976, Paris in 1980 and Dusseldorf in 1984 showed an increasing attendance rate from 9000 to 14000. However, these meetings occurred at four-year intervals, and we would not anticipate so high an attendance for an annual meeting.
The selection of centres was made according to the following criteria:
(1) a reasonable number of well-equipped meeting rooms; (2) total capacity of at least 5000 seats; (3) 15 000-20 000 m 2 gross exhibition space, and extra space for 'building' additional rooms (in case of overflow); (4) 5000 to 6000 hotel rooms in all price categories; (5) close connection to an airport; (6) availability in the first two weeks of September of each year. The Board of the E.S.C. is convinced that these new initiatives will further unite European cardiology and provide the best forum for young investigators, cardiologists in training, established clinicians and scientists in fields related to cardiology to meet on a regular basis. Every effort will be made to have major contributions in those areas of cardiology for which there are already established organizations such as cardiac pacing, cardiovascular surgery, paediatric cardiology and cardiac biochemistry. We would propose to have collaborative meetings with these organizations integrated within or immediately adjacent to the main programme.
Since the facilities at these new congress centres are all of outstanding quality, much flexibility is available for their accommodation. Finally, no change is foreseen in the role of the Working Groups, which have been the main force behind the very successful Joint Meetings of the Working Groups in Brighton in 1978 , in Pavia in 1981 , in Spa in 1983 and in Brighton in 1985 and which provided the backbone of the scientific programme of the larger meetings, notably in Diisseldorf. It will be the activities of the Working Groups and their Symposia which we will need to ensure the basis of a high quality scientific programme in the annual meetings.
